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CFR 141.2 and that meets the require-
ments of 40 CFR parts 141 and 143, as
ballast water. Vessels using water from
a PWS as ballast must maintain a
record of which PWS they received the
water and a receipt, invoice, or other
documentation from the PWS indi-
cating that water came from that sys-
tem. Furthermore, they must certify
that they have met the conditions in
paragraphs (a)(4)(i) or (ii) of this sec-
tion, as applicable. Vessels using water
from a PWS must use such water exclu-
sively for all ballast water unless the
usage is in accordance with §151.1515 of
this subpart. Vessels using PWS water
as ballast must have either—

(i) Previously cleaned the ballast
tanks (including removing all residual
sediments) and not subsequently intro-
duced ambient water; or

(ii) Never introduced ambient water
to those tanks and supply lines.

(b) No master of a vessel subject to
this subpart shall separately discharge
sediment from tanks or holds con-
taining ballast water unless it is dis-
posed of ashore in accordance with
local requirements.

(c) Nothing in this subpart authorizes
the discharge of oil or noxious liquid
substances (NLSs) in a manner prohib-
ited by United States or international
laws or regulations. Ballast water car-
ried in any tank containing a residue
of oil, NLSs, or any other pollutant
must be discharged in accordance with
the applicable regulations. Nothing in
this subpart affects or supersedes any
requirement or prohibitions pertaining
to the discharge of ballast water into
the waters of the United States under
the Federal Water Pollution Control
Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.).

(d) Unless otherwise expressly pro-
vided for in this subpart, the master,
owner, operator, agent, or person in
charge of vessels employing a Coast
Guard-approved BWMS must meet the
applicable ballast water discharge
standard, found in §151.1511 of this sub-
part, at all times of ballast water dis-
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charge into the waters of the United
States.

[CGD 91-066, 58 FR 18334, Apr. 8, 1993, as
amended by CGD 94-003, 59 FR 67634, Dec. 30,
1994; USCG-1998-3423, 66 FR 58390, Nov. 21,
2001; USCG-2010-0351, 75 FR 36284, June 25,
2010; USCG-2001-10486, 77 FR 17304, Mar. 23,
2012; 77 FR 33970, June 8, 2012]

§151.1511 Ballast water
standard (BWDS).

(a) Vessels employing a Coast Guard-
approved ballast water management
system (BWMS) must meet the fol-
lowing BWDS by the date in
§151.1512(b) of this subpart:

(1) For organisms greater than or
equal to 50 micrometers in minimum
dimension: discharge must include
fewer than 10 living organisms per
cubic meter of ballast water.

(2) For organisms less than 50 mi-
crometers and greater than or equal to
10 micrometers: discharge must include
fewer than 10 living organisms per mil-
liliter (mL) of ballast water.

(3) Indicator microorganisms must
not exceed:

(i) For Toxicogenic Vibrio cholerae
(serotypes Ol and 0139): a concentra-
tion of less than 1 colony forming unit
(cfu) per 100 mL.

(ii) For Escherichia coli: a concentra-
tion of fewer than 250 cfu per 100 mL.

(iii) For intestinal enterococci: a
concentration of fewer than 100 cfu per
100 mL.

(b) [Reserved]

(c) The Coast Guard will conduct a
practicability review as follows:

(1) No later than January 1, 2016, the
Coast Guard will publish the results of
a practicability review to determine—

(i) Whether technology to comply
with a performance standard more
stringent than that required by para-
graph (a) of this section can be prac-
ticably implemented, in whole or in
part, and, if so, the Coast Guard will
schedule a rulemaking to implement
the more stringent standard; and

(ii) Whether testing protocols that
can accurately measure efficacy of
treatment against a performance
standard more stringent than that re-
quired by paragraph (a) of this section
can be practicably implemented.

(2) If the Coast Guard determines on
the basis of a practicability review
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conducted under paragraph (c)(1) of
this section that technology to achieve
a significant improvement in ballast
water treatment efficacy could be prac-
ticably implemented, the Coast Guard
will report this finding and will, no
later than January 1, 2017, initiate a
rulemaking that would establish per-
formance standards and other require-
ments or conditions to ensure to the
maximum extent practicable that
aquatic nuisance species are not dis-
charged into waters of the United
States from vessels. If the Coast Guard
subsequently finds that it is not able to
meet this schedule, the Coast Guard
will publish a notice in the FEDERAL
REGISTER so informing the public,
along with an explanation of the rea-
son for the delay, and a revised sched-
ule for rule making that shall be as ex-
peditious as practicable.

(3) When conducting the practica-
bility review as required by paragraph
(c)(1) of this section, the Coast Guard
will consider—

(i) The capability of any identified
technology to achieve a more stringent
ballast water discharge standard, in
whole or in part;

(ii) The effectiveness of any identi-
fied technology in the shipboard envi-
ronment;

(iii) The compatibility of any identi-
fied technology with vessel design and
operation;

(iv) The safety of any identified tech-
nology;

(v) Whether the use of any identified
technology may have an adverse im-
pact on the environment;

(vi) The cost of any identified tech-
nology;

(vii) The economic impact of any
identified technology, including the
impact on shipping, small businesses,
and other uses of the aquatic environ-
ment;

(viii) The availability, accuracy, pre-
cision, and cost of methods and tech-
nologies for measuring the concentra-
tions of organisms, treatment chemi-
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cals, or other pertinent parameters in
treated ballast water as would be re-
quired under any alternative discharge
standards;

(ix) Any requirements for the man-
agement of ballast water included in
the most current version of the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s
Vessel General Permit and any docu-
mentation available from the EPA re-
garding the basis for these require-
ments; and

(x) Any other factor that the Coast
Guard considers appropriate that is re-
lated to the determination of whether
identified technology is performable,
practicable, and/or may possibly pre-
vent the introduction and spread of
non-indigenous aquatic invasive spe-
cies.

[USCG-2001-10486, 77 FR 17305, Mar. 23, 2012]

§151.1512 Implementation schedule
for approved ballast water manage-
ment methods.

(a) In order to discharge ballast
water into the waters of the United
States, the master, owner, operator,
agent, or person in charge of a vessel
subject to §151.1510 of this subpart
must either ensure that the ballast
water meets the ballast water dis-
charge standard as defined in
§151.1511(a), use an AMS as provided for
under §151.1510(a)(1) or ballast exclu-
sively with water from a U.S. public
water system, as described in
§151.1510(a)(4), according to the sched-
ule in paragraph (b) of this section.

(b) Implementation Schedule for the
Ballast Water Management Discharge
Standard for vessels using a Coast Guard
approved BWMS to manage ballast water
discharged to U.S. waters. After the
dates listed in Table 151.1512(b), vessels
may use a USCG-approved BWMS and
comply with the discharge standard, or
employ an approved alternative ballast
water management method per
§151.1510(a)(1) and (4).
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